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Why is a platform needed?

We face highly 
complex challenges 

for a sustainable future
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Requires knowledge 
on necessary 

transformations

Academia has a role in 
producing this 

knowledge

This production of 
knowledge requires 
cross-disciplinary

collaboration

The Platform for a 
Sustainable Future at 

Örebro University 
PSF@ORU



Platform for a Sustainable Future at Örebro University | PSF@ORU

A generator, disseminator and translator of relevant 
and critical knowledge for Society’s transformation 
towards a sustainable future
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This requires cross-disciplinary knowledge
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From Disciplinary Depth to Scientifically Anchored 
Transdisciplinary Synthesis (and back again?)

Diagram  cred it: From  Bill Dennison’s b log. Modified  from  na tu re .com by Em ily Nastase .
h ttps:/ / ian .um ces.edu /b log/transd iscip linary-lite racy-seven-princip le s-tha t-he lp -de fine -transd iscip linary-re search /. 
Accessed  2022-06-07. Adap ted  by PSF@ORU. We  have  not been  ab le  to  loca te  the  origina l file  from  Na ture.
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Structured

Semi-complicated

Complicated

Complex

Cross-disciplinary 
Research 

Approaches
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‘T-shaped’ Research



PSF@ORU organisation
The Operational Steering Group (OSG): 

Representation from the three faculties

Representation from the three strategic profile areas

Adjunct representation from other parts as needed (Admin, Sustainability Officers, 
Campus Facilities, Grants Office, the Centre for Academic Development, etc.)

Three working groups: Education@PSF, Research@PSF, 
Collaboration&Communication@PSF

Our latest addition: Student@PSF for active student involvement

Continuous alignment with faculty management and university top management
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The role of PSF@ORU for Örebro University

• A coordinating function: 
PSF mobilizes research, education and societal collaboration to 
enhance, leverage and catalyse relevant, critical and ground-breaking 
knowledge production

• A strategic function:
PSF navigates across academic core values and the need for societal 
transformation to balance and position the university in society
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The role of PSF?
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Societal challenges Core values of ORU

Geopolitical shifts
Ecosystems crisis

Polarisation and 
social fractioning

Climate crisis
Action paralysis
Inequality and 

injustice

Critical reflection

Free and 
independent research

The Scientific 
Method

‘Bildung’

Innovation

PSF@ORU
Collaboration 

platform

• Catalyse
• Mobilise

• Incentivise
• Navigate
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Strong profiles
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Challenges
• T-shaped researchers ≠ T-shaped research

• T-shaped research is much more important

• How can we catalyse and stimulate T-shaped research?

• How do we design and organize our research entities to promote T-shaped 
research?
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Thank you for your time

www.oru.se/psf
frans.prenkert@oru.se



Notes
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